BASUTOLAND.

No. 17 of 1947.
(Promulgated 21st February, 1947.)

PROCLAMATION
By His ExcerLiexcy tae Hica CoMMISSIONER

Entitled the Basutoland Births and Deaths
Proclamation, 1947.

‘Whereas it 1s expedient to make provision for the
registration of births and deaths of persons other
than natives in Basutoland (hereinafter referred to as
*“ the Territory ’’):

Now therefore under and by virtue of the powers in
me vested I do hereby declare, proclaim and make
known as follows:—

This Proclamation shall apply to all Applica-
pcrsons in the territory except natives. pmclafna.
tion.

2. (1) The Resident Commissioner may from Appoint-
time to time, by Notice In the Gazette, appoint R:g,s{,’;
an officer to be styled the Registrar of Births an ad it
and Deaths, who shall be the cuqtodlan of all Registrars.
notices of births and deaths and of all
returns, registers and records of any birth or
death in the Territory.

(2) The Resident Commissioner may also
from time to time, by notice in the Gazette,
appoint officers to be styled District Registrars
of Births and Deaths for each of the distriets
of the Territory or for such other areas therein
as he may from time to time preseribe.

3. 1t shall be the duty of every District genem
Registrar to inform himself as far as possible futies of
of every birth or death which occurs within Registrars.
his district and, after the expiry of the time
allowed under this Proclamation for giving

any notice or information of any such birth

or death, 1f the notice or information has not

been given, the District Negistrar may bv

notice in writing under his kand require any

person whose duty it is under this Proclama-

tion to give any such information to attend

within such time as is specified in the notice

at the office of the District Registrar or at any

other place mentioned in the notice, there to

¢ive to the Distriect Registrar or to any other

person named in the notice such information

as may be necessary concerning the birth or

death, as the case may be.
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4. (17 On receipt by the District Registrar
of any notice, information, memorandum,
return or certificate in respect of a birth or
death given or transmitied under this Procla-
mation, he shall examine the same and cause
any omission, defect or inaccuracy therein to
be supplied or corrected as far as may bhe
possible, and for this purpose he may require
any person whose duty it is to give information
under ihis Proclamation to attend and give
information in the manner prescribed by the
last preceding section.

(2) It shall be the duty of every District
Registrar to ensure that every birth or death
which comes to his notice is recorded on the
form prescribed therefor and that such form
is duly completed.

(3) The completion of sach form shall con-
stitute the rezistration of the birth or death
recorded thereon, and such form when so com-
pleted shall be deemed to form part of the
relevant birth register or death register, as the
case may be.

5. Books shall be kept by each District
Registrar to le ealled the *° Births Register ™’
and  the ©° Deaths Register””  respectively
and there shall be respectively transeribed
therein such information as to births and
deathsus 1s prescribed.

. No hirth or death shall he registered
after the expiry of oune year from the date of
such birth or death except upon the writien
authority of the Registrar and on payment of
the prescribed fee: Provided however that
after the expiry of a period of ten years from
ihe date of birth or death, as the case muy be,
no such registration shall be effected except
upon an crder of court,

7. When the birth of any person has been
registered (whether under this Proclamation
or under anv other law) and the name ander
which his birth was registered is altercd, either
of his parents or his euardian, if he is under
twenty-one years of age, or he himself 1f lie is
twentyv-one vears of age or over, may apply (o
the Registrar for the alteration of his name
in the relative Births Register, and thereupon
the Registrar may, if satisfied that the appli-
cant 1s competent to make the application and
upon payment by the applicant of the pre-
scribed fee, amend the registration of such
person’s birth hy inscribing the altered name
on the ‘original birth information form filed
in his office in connection with the registration



of such birth, bui without erasing the original
naie therefrow, and shall instruct the District
Rewistrar converned (o wake a similar tuserip-
tion in his Births Register.

S. L the case of an illegitimate child no
person shall be required to give information
tnder this Proclamation 1ts fether concern-
g oats Bivily, and the District Hegistrar shall
pet enter In auy register or other Look the
nee of any person as the {ather of the child
except ab tie joint ceguest of the wother and
of the person who in the prescure of the

District Registrar acknowledpes bimself iu
Wl <t be the tather of the child, sucrh

o
i acknowledgement, if made, shali be e
bodied 10 the certificate or register.

9. (11 When a person was born ‘whether be

fore or after thie commencement of this Proe!
amiton) of parenis wno were net aar d e
cuch other ot the tiwe of his bivth. U owio

arrried each other witer the vegisiration of

s birth, upplication way be made to the
Registrar for the registration of his birth as

if his pareunts had heen married to ench othey
at the time of his birth, and thereupon the
Registrar shell, if satished that the alieved
purents of such person are W fact his paveurs
and (hut thev were legally mwarried o eech
other. Iastract the District Hegistrar con-
cerned to register the birth In the prescribed
manner as 1f such persou’s pureuts had been
Jeaally warried to each other at the time of
fuis bivih.

(2) 1t « person’s parents who were not
sarried (o each otber at the tivore of his birth
luve married each other befoi» the rewistra-
(ion of his birth, such birth shell be recistered
as 1f thev had heen wmarried 1o each other at

ihe time of his birth.

10, In ihe caxe of every child born alive,
and 1o the case of any still-horu child, 1t <hal
bhe the duty of the Tather and wmother of the
child, and in the event of the death, absence
or other inability of the father and mother
then of auny person present at the birth or of
the occupier of the dwelling in which the child
13 born, within three months after such birth
{o wive the prescribed notice thereof to the
Diztrict Registrar.

11. Tt shall be the duly of every adult rela-
tive of a deceased person who was present at
his death or in attendance during his last ill-
ness or at his dwelling with him, and, in
default of such relatives, of every adult person
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present at the death of such deceased person,
and, if there was no such adult person present,
then of the occupier of the dwelling in which
the death occurred, or, in the case of the death
or absence or other inability of such occapier,
of everv udult inmate of the dwelling, or of
any person who has caused the lmdv to be
buued to give to the District Registrar notice
in the pleaulbed manner of the death within
thirty days thereafter.

12. Whenever any medical practitioner has
attended during the last illness of any person,
it shall be the duty of such medical practi-
tioner, on application by the District Registrar
or by the person giving notice of death, forth-
with to send to the District Registrar, without
fee or reward, a certificate of the cause of
death or a notice of inability to sign such a
certificate.

13. (1) The Registrar shall transcribe into
registers, to be called the ** Births Register ’
aud fthe ° Deaths Register ' respectively, all
information rveceived from the District 1\e01--
strars as to births and deaths respectively.

(2} The Registrar shall furnish the public,
upon L\ppllcatlou and upon payment of the
prescribed fee, with birth and death ecertifi-
cates, and shsall cause a search to be made in
his registers for that purpose.

(3) Every such certificate signed by the
Ref»lstlal shall in all courts of law and public
offices within the Territory be prima fucie
evidence of the particulars set forth therein.

14. (1) Every District Registrar shall trans-
mit at the end of each month to the Registrar
by registered post a package containing all
original forms of information of births and
deaths, together with all certificates and other
documents appertaining therveto, and shall
simultaneously transmit under the same or 2
separate cover an invoice specifying the con-
tents of such package.

(2) Every Distriet Registrar shall render to
the Registrar, on the thirtieth day of June
and the thirty-first day of December in each
and every year, returus of all births and deaths
registered in his district for the six months
commencing on the preceding first day of
January and the first day of July respectively.

15. Notwithstanding anything contained in
any law, no affidavit or solemn declaration
made bv any person for the purpose of com-
plying with any provision of this Proclama-
tion or the regulatlons relating to the registra-



tion of births and deaths shall be liable to
stamp duty.

16. Any person who without reasonable
cause or excuse fails to give or transmit any
notice, information, memorandum, return or
certificate required by this Proclamation or by
any regulation to be given or transmitted shall
be g ulltv of an offence :

Provided that no person shall be liable to
be convicted under this section if it appears
that any other person has duly given or trans-
mitted the required notice, information,
memorandum, return or certificate.

17. Any person who wilfully makes or
causes to be made, for the purpose of being
U\\GIJ((’(I in any notice or Information or in
any births or deaths register, any false state-
ment relating to any of the particulars re-
quired by this Proclamation or by any regu-
lation to be made known and registered shall
be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to the penalties which by law may
bhe imposed for the crime of perjury.

18. Any person who wilfully destroys or
injures or renders illegible, or causes to bhe
destroved or injured or rendered illegible, any
reglster or certified copy thereof or any part
thereof, or falsely makes or counterfeits, or
causes to be falsely made or counterfeited, any
part of a register or certified copy thereof, or
wilfully inserts or causes to be inserted in any
register or certified copy thereof or part thereof
any false entry, or wilfully gives or utters any
false certificate or certifies any writing to
be a copy of or extract from a register know-
ing such copy or extract to be false in any
part, or who forges or counterfeits the signa-
tare, seal, impression or stamp of the Regis-
trar or of any District Registrar, shall be
gullty of an offence and shall be liable on
couviction to lmprisonment for a period not
exceeding five yvears; and any person having
the custody or care of any register who know-
ingly permits any such act to be committed
shall also be guilty of an offence and liable
to the same penalty.

19. Any person who contravenes or fails to
comply with any provision of this Proclama-
tion or of any regulation, for the contravention
whereof or for the failure to comply where-
with no penalty is specially provided, shall be
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
ten pounds or to imprisonment for a period not
exceeding one month, or to both such fine and
imprisonment.
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20. The High Commissioner may make
regulations—

(a) As to the management of the Regis-
trar’s office or of any District Registrar’s
office;

(L) prescribing the duties and powers of
the Registrar and of the District Registrars;

) prescribing the fees payable nder this
Proclamation

(dy prescribing the forms of all registers,
returins and other documents required for
purposes of this Proclamation

(¢) providing for the iunspection of regis-
iers, returns and indexes and for the issue
of certified copies;

/1 providing for any other matter which,
under this Preclamation, requires to be
prescribed.

21. Notwithstanding anvthing to the con-
trary herein contained, it shall be lawful for
the Registrar to register, within six months
after the cominencement of this Proclamation,
the birth of auny person born 4in the Territory
prior to the commencement of this Proclama-
tion whose birth has not been registered in the
Territory under the provisions of Act No. 20
of 1880 of the Cape of Good Hope, on pro-
duction of proof, satisfactory to the Registrar,
of such birth, and upon payment of a fee of
twents shillings.

22, Act No. 20 of 1880 of the Cape of Good
Hope us in force in the Tervitory is hereby
repeaded,

2. This Proclamation may be eited as the
Bosuteland Births and Deaths Registration
Proclamation, 1947, and shall have force und
tuke effect as from the first day of July, 1947,

Gop Save ThE Kixa.

(riven under myv Hand and Seal at Cape Town this
Thirteenth day of Iebruary, One thousand Nine
. Dard
hundred and IForty-seven.

. BARING,
High Commissiouer,
By Command of His Fxcellency
the High Conimissioner.
H. E. PRIESTMAN,

Administrative Secretary.



